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1 . This opinion contefeis hidlcattons relating to the foltowtng items: 



Wi Box No. I Ba&teoffheqpinbn 
D Box No. H Priority 

O Box No. )11 Non-esteJ^tishnnent of qplnion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial appKoability 

□ BoxNoJV Lackof unity of Invenfion 

M Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43b&1 {a)(t) with regard to novelty, Involve &\Bp ot ^dus^la! 
appric^lRly; citations and explanations s^portir^ such slat^ent 

□ Box No, VI Certain docaiments cited 

M Box No. VII Certain defects in the intematbnat application 

□ Box No. VIII Certain obsenratior^ on the kiternatSonal application 

2. FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for IntemaBonai preliminary examination is made, this opinion will usually be considered to be a 
wntten opinion of the International Prerinritiary Examining Aulhorfty CIPEA**) except that this does not apply where 
the applicant chooses an Autborlly other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has nolifed the 
Intematfena! Bureau under Rub 6at6fe{b) that written ophiions of this International Searchir^ Authortty 
' Will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is invited to 
submit k> the 1 PEA a written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of 3 months 
from the date of mailing of Fonn PCT/ISAfi20 or befw© the expiration of 22 months from the priority dale, 
whichever expires later. 

For furtter €H>t!on$, see ¥om PCTASAfi20, 

S. For farther delays, see notes to Fornri PCT4SA/220. 
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BcacKoJ Baste of th» opinion , 

1 . With regard to fiie language, ttits opiniort has been ^tablished on the basis of: 
Ei m international appScation in the language in wliidi It wa$ flted 

□ a transialion of the International applkiaflcH) into , v\rtiich is the leurtguage of a fransIaOon furnished for the 
purposes of int^n^ont^ search (Rt4es I2.3(a} and 23.1 (b)). 

2. With regevrd to any nucleotide andiior amino acid sequence disclosed \n the internatlDnal ^%^ton and 
necessai^ to the ciedmed invention, this (pinion has been est^iished on the be^is of : 

a. type of mortal: 

□ a sequence listing 

O tabte(s) related to the sequ^ce lining 

b. tormat of materiel: 

□ cmptqier 

□ inelecbonlcform 

c. ttme of fillng/Rjmishing: 

O cwrtained in the international aF^ltealion as ffled. 

□ filed together with the internatlonid application in electronic form. 

□ furnished subseq^ei^^ to this Authority for the {xiiposes of search. 

3. □ In addffion, in ttie case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing andjbr t^le relating thereto 

has been filed or furnished, the required statements that tire infcmnatton In tiie subsequent (x addiOonat 
copies is identical to that in the 6q3|;^ica0on as filed or do^ not go teyond the applicatton as filed, as 
apprcpl£ae, w^e furnish^. 

4. MIKion£d comments: 
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Box No. V rtea$one(i statement under Rule 436/5:l(aKi) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supportfcig such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


2-8 




No: 




i.9-11 


Inventive step <IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


2^,6-8 




No: 


Claims 


1A6,&-11 


industrial appNcabHity (lA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-11 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and exptanattcMfts 
sees^arate sheet 



Box No.Vli Certain defects in the intemaMonal appMcatton 



The following defects In the form or contents of the imenr*attona! application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 
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Re Rem V. 

1 . Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1 : EP 0 493 332 A (COMES SRL [IT]) 1 July 1992 (1992-07-01) 
D2: DE10214712A1 (SVDVERPACKUNGENGMBH)16OctOber2003(2003-10- 
16) 

D3: GB 540 564 A (ARTHUR RYNER; WALTER HUGH FAWKES) 22 October 
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D4: US-A-3 496 059 (OLE-BENDT RASMUSSEN) 17 February 1970 (1970-02-17) 



2. INDEPENDENT CUIM1 

2.1 The present af^llcatlon does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) POT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 
Document D1 discloses (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 

A method of manufacturing a fotdabie bag suitable for use in a bag-in-box 
assembly, the foldable bag having a folded condition in which it Includes at least an 



Fonn PCT/ISMS37 (Ssf>afate Sheet) (Sheet 1) {EPO-AptV 200S} 
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inwardly creased bag portion (fig 7) in a longltudin^ cfirection thereof, the method 

comprising the steps: 

provlcBng a flexible bag comprising a front sheet (3) and a back sheet (3) which 
are circumferentiatly joined to each other, which bag has an unfolded condition 
in which it includes at least a side edge (fig 7); 

disp^ing the front sheet (3) and the back sheet (3) away from each other in at 
least a region of displacement extending on each of the sheets remote from the 
side edge, hence creating a space between the front and back sheet (3) in at 
' least sei6 region of displacement; 
displacing the side edge in the direction of said space so as to form two 
double-walled flaps (fig 7), each extending substantially perpendicularly to the 
sWe edge, thus forming an inwardly creased bag portion in the tongitudinal 
cfirection of the bag; 

moving the flaps to each other when the side edge has reached a 
predetermined position between Ihe front and back sheet (3) of the bag. 
(abstract; col 2, line 68 - col 5, Rne 30; fig 1-3, 6 and 7) 



3. INDEPENDENT CLAIM 9 

The present appHcatbn does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 

subject-matter of claim 9 Is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) POT. 

Document 01 discloses (the references In parentheses applying to this document): 

A foldable bag suitable for use in a bag-in-box assembly, the bag ha\^ng a folded 
condition when it is empty, in which condition the bag includes a bottom edge and a 
top edge opposite to each other in a longitudinal direction of the bag, and at least an 
inwardly creased bag portion in the longitudinal direction of the bag, which Inwardly 
creased bag portion has a first cbsed end and a second closed end opposite to each 
other in the longitudinal direction of the Inwardly creased bag portion, wherein the first 
and/or second closed end of the inwardly creased bag portton is a free end. 
(abstract; col 2, line 58 - col 5, line 30; fig 1-3, 6 and 7) 

For the sake of completeness. It is pointed out that each of the documents D2 and 
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D3 also discloses the subject-matter of claim 9. 



4. DEPENDENT CLAIMS 4. 5, 1 0, 1 1 

Dependent ctaints 4, 5, 1 0, 1 1 do not contain any features which, In combination with 
the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the POT in 
respect of novelty (iO and 1 1) or Inventive step (4 and 5) (Article 33(2) and (3) PCT), 
see Search Report and the prior art cited therein. 



5. DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2, 3, 6-8 

Dependent claims 2, 3 and 6-8 meet the requirements of tlie PCT in respect of 
novelty and inventive step (Article 33(2) and (3) PCT), because none of the prior 
art documents appears to suggest the subject-matter of these claims. 



Re Item VII. 

1 . Independent claim 1 is not in the two-part form in accordance with Rule 6.3(b) 
PCT, which in the present case would be appropriate, with those features known in 
combination from the prior art (document D1 ) being placed in the preamble (Rule 
6.3{b)(i) PCT) and with the remaining features being included in the characterising 
part (Rule 6.3(b)(it) PCT). 

2. Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disctosed in the documents D1 «-D4 is not mentioned In the desctlptton, nor are these 
documents identified therein. 
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